
H 
ere at Old St. Patrick, it is 
our great privilege to sing 
Gregorian chant at many 

points during the Mass. This style 
of music holds a special place in the 
Catholic liturgy, described as ñthe 
Churchôs own musicò and ña sign of 
communion with the universal 
Churchò by the U.S. bishops (Sing 
to the Lord, 2007). While there are 
many aspects of chant I could talk 
at length about (and likely will in 
the future), I would like to explain  
a bit, two things related to chant 
that happen at this parish: the  
singing of the Introit at the begin-
ning of Mass, and the reasoning  
behind learning a new setting of the 
Mass ordinary (the Kyrie, Gloria, 
Sanctus, and Agnus Dei.) 
    The Introit is the chant that  
accompanies the beginning of the 
Mass. In the Traditional Latin 
Mass, this chant usually occurs 
while the priest prays in front of 
and incenses the altar. In the 
Ordinary Form of the Mass (the 
Mass in English), this chant usually 
is sung before or during the  
procession into the church at the 
start of Mass. In most churches, the 
Introit chant is replaced by a hymn, 
which is an option from the rubrics. 
However, there is a loss here,  
because the text of the Introit is 
written specifically for each Mass. 
While singing a processional hymn 
is a fine practice, it misses out on 

the ñsinging the Massò element that 
the Introit possesses. By singing the 
Introit, we experience firsthand the 
beautiful texts that the Church gives 
us for each Mass, allowing us to  
enter more deeply into the feasts 
that we celebrate during the liturgy.  
    It seems that the rubrics for Mass 
or the GIRM (General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal) prefer an 
ñEntrance Chantò  rather than  
a hymn. They speak of the chant as 
that which óintroduces the thoughts 
of the congregation to the mystery 
of the liturgical time or festivityô 
and number it as the first option 
beginning the Mass. If the Introit is 
not sung, the GIRM states that, at 
the very least, ñanother liturgical 
chant that is suited to the sacred 
action, the day, or the time of yearò 
should be sung. Historically, the 
practice of singing a hymn during 
the beginning procession of Mass 
likely originated from the Latin 
ñlow massò in which the priest said 
all the prayers out loud, and the 
propers were not allowed to be 
chanted, so a hymn was sung as  
a devotional practice. The singing  
of an Introit, then, is a rich and 
meaningful way to begin the liturgy 
on Sundays and Holy Days. 
    One other thing Iôd like to  
address is the new setting we are 
learning to sing for the ñordinaryò 
parts of the Mass. The ordinary 
parts of the Mass are those parts we 

pray that do not vary from week to 
week like the Kyrie, Gloria, or  
Agnus Dei. For quite some time, we 
have sung the same melody for 
these Mass parts. While beautiful, 
these parts actually combine chants 
from three different Mass settings. 
The Kyrie is from Mass XVI, the 
Gloria is from Mass VIII, and the 
Sanctus and Agnus Dei are from 
Mass XVIII. While there is nothing 
wrong with ñmixing and matchingò 
ordinary chants, I thought it would 
be beneficial to learn a set of  
ordinary chants that are all from 
the same mass. Fun fact: the  
Sanctus and Agnus Dei we have 
been singing are actually from the 
Mass setting assigned to funerals! 
In the Liber Usualis (the Churchôs 
ñgreat big book of everythingò for 
music) there are 18 different  
chanted settings of the Mass  
ordinary. The setting I have chosen 
to teach you is Mass XI, called 
ñOrbis Factor,ò and is one of two 
ordinary settings the Church  
assigned to ordinary time (the other 
is Mass VIII, ñMissa de Angelisò). 
This setting is among the most  
popular of the chant ordinary  
settings, as well as one of the most 
beautiful. It is quite simple in its 
composition, while still containing 
the beautiful phrasing that is  
characteristic of Gregorian Chant. 
    To close, I would like to share this 
quote about the beauty of Gregorian  
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Å Please pray for the  
infirm, including: Dan 
Krebs, Patricia Fuller, Lisa 
Ann Kozakowski,  John 
Marshall, John LaRock Sr., 
Michael Cooper, Phil 
Rutledge, Kathy Cooley, 
Robin Fahmie, Karen 
Prins, Sandra Adams,  
Richard Pelkey, Tom  
Dawson, Pete Siebertz, 
Nicole Brcic, Angela  
DiLaura, John Dziuban,  
Jim Stephensen, Mason 
Rutledge, Georgiana 
Bruen, Wayne DeForest, 
Floyd òDocó Dreffs,  
Ron Fuller, Tom  

Masterson, Noah Kranz, 
John & Gladys Kennedy, 
George Roth, Ann Mary 
òNancyó Phillips, Jessica 
Cox, Virgil Dreffs, Katie 
Hutton, Nicholas Pikor, 
Danielle Wiseman, Roger 
Thomas, Wallyne Smail, 
Betsy & Charlie Rodgers 
  

 ¶ Please pray for those in 
the military, including:   
Adam Draves, Nathan 
Baker, Garette Moore,  
Larry Workman, Daniel 
Scott Brown, Mark  
Richard, Philip Maxwell, 

Tony Phillips, Anthony 
Darket, Samuel Chase 
Johnson, William Godfrey, 
Bill Lott, Tony DeLellis, 
Mike Nelson, Frank Snaith,  
Allan Fletcher, Brandon 
Fletcher, Noah Kranz, 
Chas Carter 
  

¶ Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
John Henry Keenan, Gabe 
McGill, Michael Kunitz, 
Mark Iadonisi, David  
Pellican 
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ñ...I shall rejoice. For I know that through your prayers and the help of  
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, this will turn out for my deliveranceé with full courage now  

as always Christ will be honored in my body...ò  ð Philippians 1:19, 20 

Y 

Gather at Cooley Law School Stadium in Lansing, Friday, Aug 11 for  

the annual Knights of Columbus Family Night for Vocations.  Bishop Boyea 

will throw out the first pitch, there will be inflatables for the kids, Catholic 

Information Fair, and post-game LAFCU Fireworks! Tickets are just $13.00 

each! By purchasing a ticket you will be helping some 400 children, seminarians, sisters,  

postulants and novices attend the game as well!  
 

www.dioceseoflansing.org/event/2017 -knights-columbus-night-celebrate-vocations 

A Night at 
the Ballpark 

promoting 
Catholic  

Vocations  

 

Chant from Pope St. Pius the X, which was later 
quoted by Pope St. John Paul II: ñThese qualities 
are to be found, in the highest degree, in Gregorian 
Chant, which is, consequently the Chant proper  
to the Roman Church, the only chant she has  
inherited from the ancient fathers, which she has 
jealously guarded for centuries in her liturgical  
codices, which she directly proposes to the faithful 
as her own, which she prescribes exclusively for 
some parts of the liturgy, and which the most  
recent studies have so happily restored to their  
integrity and purity. On these grounds Gregorian 
Chant has always been regarded as the supreme 
model for sacred music, so that it is fully legitimate 
to lay down the following rule: the more closely  
a composition for church approaches in its  
movement, inspiration and savor the Gregorian 
form, the more sacred and liturgical it becomes; 
and the more out of harmony it is with that  
supreme model, the less worthy it is of the temple.ò 
      - Tra le sollecitudini  (1903), Paragraph 3. 
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Old St. Patrick Catholic 
Church seeks a full time Youth  
Minister/Faith Formation Director.  
Very strong communication and organiza-
tional skills are critical. Candidates must 
have some theological training/degree.  
Responsibilities include: administering  
religious education program, teaching 
RCIA, directing H.S. youth group,  
overseeing young adults, supporting  
parish events, and updating website. Old 
St. Patrick is a relatively small, traditional 
and liturgically conscious parish. Ease 
working with homeschool students is  
necessary.  



 More photos from last weekõs  
Vacation Bible School!  

P a s  r  h  i  i  s  P r  a  h 
a ! y  d  P y  a  P y  a  y  d  a ! l  l  

...and say good bye to John Pratt 
Join our parish as we celebrate ñSundayò  
following the 10:30am Mass today!  A hearty 
brunch open to the whole parish will begin at 
12:00pm with sports and games following. Come 
join your parish family as we celebrate Godôs gift  
of Sunday rest and wish John good luck and 
blessings in his new job.  

TODAY  


